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The Life of Henry the Fift. 


Enter Prologue. 


Of or a CMufe of Fire, that would a fiend 
Thebrightefi Heaucn of [mention : 
A lindomfor a Stage, Prices to Act, 
And CMor.arcbs to behold the [welling Scene, 
rhen Should the tParlify Harry, % himfelfe, 
jffitme the Port of Mars, and At his heelss 
(leafbt in, like Hounds) (hmld F amine y S word, and Ftre 
Crouch for employment. 'But p ar don .Gentles all ; 
Thtptvnrayfed Spirits, that hath dar y d, 
Ontht* vnworihy Sea fold, to bring forth 
So mat m Ob;cSl. Can this Cocks Pit hold 
Thcvaftie feeds of France ?Orm*y we cramme 
Within this Woodden 0. the very C ashes 
That did affnght the Ayre at Agincourt t 
0 ptrden : face a crocked Figure may 
Atteft in little place a Million, 
And let ys, Cyphers to this great Accompt ) 


Onyourimaginarie Forces worke* 

Suppofe within the Girdle ef thefe Walls 

Are now confind two rnightie Monarchies % 

Whofe high y vp -reared \and abutting Fronts, 

The perillom narrow Ocean parts afunder. 

Veece out our imperfeblions with y$ur thoughts : 

Into a thoufand farts diuidc one Man % 

And mahe tmaginarie Pui fiance. 

Thinke when we talke of Horfes y that you fee thetru 

Printing their prowd Hoofes i'tb' reeeiuing Sarth : 

For 'tis jour thoughts that now mufidech^nur Kings ^ 

Carry them here and there : lumping ore Times \ 

Turning tti accomplifhment of many yeeres 

Into an Howre-glajfe ; for the which fupplie, 

Admit me Chorus to this Htslorie ; 

Wb$ Prologue- Itfy, your humble patience pray , 

Gently to heare, kindly to iudge our Play. 


Exit. 


aABus Trim us. Scoena Trim a. 



Enter the two Tijhops of Canterbury and Ely. 

<Bifk. Cant. 
|Y Lord, lie tell you,that felfe Bill is vrg'd, 
Which in th'eleuech yere of f lafl Kings reign 
Was like,and had indeed againft vs paft, 
But that che fcambling and vnquiet time 
"Did pufti it out of farther queftion. 
%'ijh.Ely. But how my Lord fti all we rcfift it now ? 
Hifb.Cant. It muft be thought on:if it paffc againft vs, 
We loofc the better halfe of our Poffefficn : 
For all the Tcmporall Lands, which men deuout 
ByTeftament haue giuen to the Church, 
Would they {trip from vs ; being valu'd thus, 
Asmuch as would maintainc,to the Kings honor, 
Fullfifteene Ear!es 5 and fifceene hundred Knights, 
Six thoufand and two hundred good Efquires : 
And to rehefe of La£ars,and weakc age 
Of indigent faint Soules,pafl: corporall toyle, 
A hundred Almes-ho"fes,right well fupply'd : 
And to the CcfFcrs of the King befide, 
A thoufand pounds by th'yeerc Thus runs the Bill. 
Ti/h.Ely. This would dnnke deepe. 
2//kCW.Twould drinkc the Cup and all. 
^tlh.tly. But what prcuention ? 


Bi(b. Cant. The King is full of grace, and faire re- 
gard. 

Bifh.Sly. And a true louer of the holy Church. 

Bifiy Cant, The courfes of his y outh promis'd it not. 
The breath no foonerlcft his Fathers body, 
But that his wildnel^rnortify'd in him, 
SeenYd to dye too : yea,at that very moment^ * 
Confederation likeanAngcli came, 
And whip t th'offending Adam out of hirn 1 
Leauing his body as aParadife, 
T'inuelop and containe Celeftiail Spirits. 
Neuer was fucha fodaine Schollermade: 
Neuer came Reformation in a Flood, 
With fuch a heady currancc fcowring faults % 
Nor neuer /^/V/r^-headed Wilfulneffe 
So foonc did loofc his Scat ; and all at once ; 
As in this King. 

Bifh Ely. We are blefled in the Change. 

Bijh fant. Heare him but reafonin Diuinitie; 
And all-admiring,with an inward with 
You would defire the King were made a Prelate : 
Heare him debate of Common- wealth Affaires j 
You would fay,it hath been all in all his ftudy : 
Lift his difcourfe of Warre; and you fliali heare 
A fearefull Bactaile rendred you in Mufiquc. 

h Turn* 


